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THE MURDER OF THE REV. ME. 5 4 o
‘ VOLENER. This 1s eviolnige
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TRIAL OF EEREOPA. T » / _
The preliminary trial of Kereops coms | Qe 1 I
meﬁeﬂg'ﬂnpmr on_December 11th, ¢/ .
before Mr B. Besley, KM, and Mr | < Afod
J. A, Campbell, R.M. The trisl wae dunne bis ,

continued on the 12th, when the prisoner
was fully eommitied to take lis trial at
the Supreme Court, on Decemver 21st,
on the charge of murdering the Rev. Mr
Volkner. We give below the leading

points of evidenco taken by tho mspis- _ : , L
trales :—Penetito Ea?sed :E I saw the - shaded 1 Cowy
prisoner in 1865 at Te Teks ; he urzed =

the people of that place to become
Hauhuus ; it was in the spring of 1863 ;
he went trom Te Teka to \Whakatane ; he
asked the natives of thes place to give up
the Roman Catholic priests that he might
lill them ; they did not agree to it;
Kereopx then went to Opotoki ; he asked
the chiefs thore to let him have Mr
Volkner that bo might kill him; I myzelf
heard bim do #0; Mukomoko, one of the
chiofs, agreed to do it; Mokowoko was
bang by the Eurspeans ut the Wairon ;
the day after I heard Kereopa make the
demund, 1 started for s place called Te,
Pmo; I returned the same day; when T
got back, 1 suw the people assecmbling in
% church ; then I saw Kersopa with Mr
Volkner's hesd; he was standing in the
pulpit ; it was wrapped in calico ; then I
saw him gouge out Mr Volkner's eyes ;
| the right eye was in his right hand, and
the left eye in his Jeft band ; then I ecaw
' liim put the right ave inlo his mouth and
‘swallow it ; I then saw him put the left
eysinto his mouth ; it etuek in his throat ;
ke dravk something that I thousht was
water, till I saw the blood runniogy down
hie obin; after I saw Kereopa with the
bead, I gew the body lying outzide the
church; mv brother wrapped it up in a
blanket. Pihana Tiwhai deposed : Ilive
at Opotiki; I saw him and Petara at

SOUWCE .
ol A

./‘"”J—.‘ T T ~—
N

National Library of Australia < : Gttp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article97208607 §
—




at Opotiki; [ saw him and Petara at
Opotiki ; the prisoner had a basket with
s Eoropesn's head in it; the first words
that I heard him say were, “ Friends,
this is g word from mv gol to you; if
any minister or other Earopena cynes to
this place, do not protect him; he must
die! die! die!” Patara said next, “ I am
eoms to bring the new god to you; this
is the true god : if & minister or & Baro-
pean come within these boundaries Lo
ghall not be spared.” I knew Mr Volk-
ner; he arrived about five dave after
Kercops and Patara had come to Opotiki;
he came by vessel; the vessal cams up
the river and lay closa against the bank;
as soon as the vessel eame anlonsside, the
Taranaki natives tied up the Europeans,
ineluding Br Volkner #nd led them away
to the geol; Isaw the wholc transactinn ;
I mean by the Taranaki natives —K areopa
and Patara, and those that eame with
them ; next thinz I saw was Mr Vulkuer
being led away ; I could not see who the
native was who was leading him ; I was
too far off ; it was one of the Taranski
natives; my wife said to me, “Don’t
follow them ; they sre putting Volknsr
to death.” I went away to a mill near;
in the evening I returned. I was told
that Mr Volkoor was killed, and wus
shown where his body was ; tho body had
on black trousers, boots, snd whits shirt.
Tuers was no head on it. I askea Kereopa
to let me huve the body to bury it. He
said, “ Lot the fowls of the air and the
raptiles of the earth eat it.”” (The wit
ness here gave some very disgusting
details of the treatment the cornze sub-
sequently received.) I saw Mr Vulkner's
head and that of another Eavopaan after.
» wards at Opotikiin atent. E. Piliapono
 deposed : 1 saw Kersopa af Whakatnae
| on March 21. Kereopa said: “If [ go
to Opotiki and find a minister thera I will
kill him, Mr Volkner arrived &t Upotila
two days after Kereopa; the vesssl was
taken possession of and the Europsins
mada nrisonars.  When Koereona arrived
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made prisoners. When Kereupa arrived
it was dinner time, and h2 (witness)
heard Kereopa say that “ Mr Volkner was
to be given up, killed and eater.” Un
the following day they ail nssembled in
the church. I was in the house, and raw
Kereopa in the pulpit with a war clubin
his hand ; thea I heard him say “that
Mr Volkner should die on this day, and
that his eyes should be eaten, and, if any
one refused to obey orders, ho would eat
their heads off; his tribe should be
destroyed and their houses burnt;” the
same Kereops said, “ Go and feteh Mr
Volkner.” The soldiers then went ount,
and I followed them. I afterwards saw
the soldiers who had Mr Vulkaer in their
charge. I stopped outsids the church.
I saw the soldiers hand Mr Volkner's
head into the church; bhis head was
wrapped in eslico. I saw the blood oozing
out of the calico; at this time Keroopa
wae in the church, Koreopa carried the
head abomt, telling them not to be
frightened to eat it; he said that the
whole of the tribe who refased to eat part
of the bead would be destroyed ; I mean
?g soldiers, the men that sccompanied
ereopas and Patars—RFReita deposed :
Two Jews, besides Mr Volkner and Mr
(Grace, arrived in the samo vessel. After
the vessel arrived he went inlend and saw
Kereopa there ; he was telling the people
that be had received n message from his
god that be was to kill Mr Volkper. I
went back to Opotiki. After I arrived I
saw Mr Volkner led irom a whare to the
church; Kereopa was alongside of Mr
Volkner. I didgointo thechurel. The
next thisg I saw was Mr Volkner being
led from the cliurch to a tree; Iereopa
was & few yarde behind Mr Volkper.

Kapier, Friday.——Kereopa's trial before
the Bupreme Court was concluded last
night. At 7.15 Hi: Honor began to sum
up. He said thers was ne doubt sbout
the corpue delicit, or the fact of the
murder. The vnly question was whether



murder, L'he vnly quostion was whether
Kersops weus responsible for it, and
Captain Levy’s evidence alone scemed
safficient to bring the puilt home to the
prisoner. The jury retired at 8.20 p.m.,

and zfter ten minutes' consultation, re.
turned with a verdiet of guilty of murder,
His Honor passed sextence of death, with
the usunl comments., The prisoncr passed
& sloeplese night.




